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Abstract

The research analyzed the participation of rural farm women in
Fadama Il Development Project in Gombe State, Nigeria. Multi-
stage random sampling technique was used in the selection of sample
360 (180 participating and 180 non-participating rural women
farmers). Data were collected with a well structured questionnaire
and analyzed with descriptive statistics, probit regression and poveriy
gap analysis. The result showed that the rural farm-womaen were
actively involved in crop and livestock sub-component technology.
The critical determinants of rural wonten farmers' participation in the
project were age, education and matching fund, farm size. occ upation
and income. The poverty gap analysis, showed that 68.33%
(participating) and 72.22% (non-participating) of F adama 111 rural
farm-women were poor and require 36.56% and 61.37% of their
poverty line to get out of poverty. The paired t-test showed that income,
fertilizer and labour use of participating rural farm-women were
higher than the non-participating farm-womein. The study
recommends early availability of inputs, training and re-training of
participants and timely payment of counterpart funds by the
government among others. will increase participation of rural furm-
women.

Keywords: Analysis, Participation, Farm Women, Fadama 111,
Project
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Introduction

Despite many years of agricultural development efforts by past
successive governments in Nigeria and international donor agencics
and in-spite of Million dollars committed into such development
efforts, agricultural sector appears to have remained undeveloped
(Nwaobiala, 201 3). In Nigeria, farm women play important roles inall
arcas of agricultural production. They are involved in food production,
processing and marketing (Rahman ef al., 2004 and Nwoabiala et al.,
2009) and produce 60-80 percent of food in the country (Buchland and
Haleegoah, 2006). Akinnagbe et al., (2008), observed that out of 95
percent of small-scale farmers in Nigeria, 55.0 % of them are women
who produce bulk of agricultural products. Rural farm women
contribute so much in the development process and yet there s little to
show for their efforts. Again, agricultural production in Gombe State
has always been scen as dominated by men.

Rural farm women generally lack access 10 productivity raising
services such as services of farm produce (credit, cooperatives,
agricultural-inputs. training and extension) (FAO, 1990). The Federal
Government of Nigeria has taken scveral steps over the years 1o usc
agriculture as a vehicle to alleviate poverty and attain food security.
These efforts have been largely hampered due to production expansion
via area expansion at the expense of intensive farming (Ezeh, 2012).
There is low and declining productivity of Nigerian agricultural sector
due to undeveloped irrigation potential, gender imbalance in resources
accessibility, inadequate and poorly funded and maintained
production infrastructurc, incffective agricultural research and
extension systems, inadequate availability and distribution of key
inputs (Fertilizers, chemicals, machinery and improved sceds)
(Anonymous, 2012).

The involvement of rural farm-women in agricultural production has
not in any way accorded them recognition just as Dumo and Stuart
(2005) succinctly put it “they are not recognized as farmers and are not
critically involved in the process of farm problem analysis, planning
and decision-making, or provided with the training, credit and support

they nceded™. Participation is an important factorto sustain agriculture
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in rural areas (local, state, Federal government and Donor sponsored
programmes). Participation involves farmers' involvement in decision
making process, implementation of programmes and equitable
distribution of the programmes benefits to beneficiaries. (Nwaobiala,
2013). Farmer participation issues are the areas of concern at national
and local government levels (Subedi, 2008). Without panicipation
there are obviously no partnerships, no developments and no
programmes/ projects (Areferal., 2010).

For success of any poverty alleviation programme, knowledge of the
participation of rural farm-women in that society is cssential.
Agriculture is the locus of majority of poverty alleviation programmes
in Nigeria. This is so because agriculture remains the main stay of
Nigerian cconomy, contributing about 40% the total GDP and employs
about 77% of the working population (Ayanwaleand Alimi, 2004).

It is thus imperative that appropriate policy measure aimed at
alleviating poverty musl take agriculture into consideration
(Akinnagbe, et al , 2008). In Nigeria, poverty and its excruciating
impact are pervasive and palpable on the people, especially rural
dwellers (Ezeh and Nwachukwu, 2010). With the projections made by
the World Bank that poverty in Nigeria will increase by two-thirds,
and the possibility of 60% of the population living below the poverty
line in ten years, the Government of Nigeria adopted the concept of
poverty alleviation as a major thrust of its annual budget since 1996
(Amalu, 2005).

In order to raise the standard of living of the people and instill in the
poor people some sense of belonging, several Nigerian governments
adopted and implemented various poverty alleviation programmes
including the National Fadama Development Project (N FDP). Sequel
to these problems, the National Fadama Development projects
(NFDP) came into being. (GSFCO, 2012). Fadama IIl is more of
agricultural diversification programmes, providing finance for diverse
livelihood activities which the beneficiaries themselves identify and
design, with appropriate facilitation support. Despite different roles
rural farm women contribute to agricultural processing and production
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they are culturally neglected especially in participating in donor
sponsored programmes in the study area. This paper therefore assesses
participation of rural farm-women in the Third National Fadama
Development Projectin Gombe State, Nigeria.

The specific objectives of the study were to:

I describe the s0ci0-cconomic characteristics of participating
rural farm-women and non participating rural farm women in
Gombe State.

i ascertain the levels of rural farm-women's participation on each

sub-project component of the project (crops, livestock, bee
keeping, marketing and processing) in the study area.

i, determine the factors that influence the participation of rural
farm-women in the project.

iv.  determine the poverty levels of the participating and non
participating rural farm- women in Fadama 111 projects in the
study arca.

V. determine the effect of the project on the participating rural
farm-women in relation to farm size, selected variable inputs,
income and output in the study area.

vi.  describe the problems militating against the effective
participation of rural farm- women in the project in the study
area.

Research Hypotheses

H,: Women participation in Fadama 111 project is not influenced by
age, marital status, education, occupation, farming-experience,
farm size and membership of other Fadama/ social group.

H,: There is no significant difference between participating rural
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farm-women's farm size, variable inputs, farm output and farm
income and non participating rural farm women in Gombe
State.

Ho, There is no significant difference between the poverty levels of
participating rural-farm women and non participating rural farm-
women in Gombe State

Methodology

This study was carried out in Gombe State, Nigeria. Gombe State is a
successful socio-political fusion of two distinct groups of people,
comprising, the Emirate of Gombe North and ethnic groupings of
Gombe South in the North Eastern region of Nigeria. Gombe State 1S
located between Latitudes 9°30" and 12°30" North and Longitudes
8°45' and 11°45' East. It lies in the centre of North East geopolitical
zone of Nigeria and shares boundaries with all other states in the zone;
Adamawa and Taraba in the South-south, Bauchi in the West, Bornu in
the east and Yobe in the North-east. According to NPC (2006), the
population of Gombe State in 2006 census stood at about 2,365,040
persons with women constituting 1.120.812 persons. The State has an
average population density of 1 30/km’ (Wikipedia, 2012).

Multi-stage random sampling technique was used in the selection of
local government areas, Fadama Community Associations (FCAs),
Fadama Users Groups (FUGs) and participating rural farm women
and non-participating rural farm women. First, six (6) Local
Governments Areas (LGAs) were randomly selected out of the eleven
(11) LGAs that make up Gombe State. Second, two (2), FCAs each
were randomly selected from the selected LGAs to give a total of 12
FCAs. These are: Kwaya Banganje FCA and Billiri South B FCA in
Billiri LGA. Jillahi and Tongo youth and women FCAs in Funakaye
LGA., Jaka-Dafari and Nasarawo FCAs in Gombe LGA, Bambam Yin
and Kamo FCAs in Kaltungo LGA ,Nafada East and Birini Fulani East
FCAs in Nafada LGA and Kwadon and Dadin kowa FCAs in Yamaltu-
Deba LGA . Also three (3) FUGs were randomly selected from each
FCAs to give a total of 36 FUGs. From the selected FUGs, five (5)
participating rural farm-women were randomly selected to give a
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sample size of 180 participating rural farm women. Finally, non
participating rural farm-women were randomly selected from where
the participating rural farm-women were selected to give a grand
sample size of 360 rural farm-women (180 for participating rural farm-
women and 180 non-participating rural farm-women.

Specifically, objectives (1), (i) and (vi) were analyzed with descriptive
statistics such as frequency distribution, percentages, tables and mean
scores. Objectives (i) and (iv) were achieved with probit regression
and poverty gap analysis respectively, while objective (v) was realized
with paired treatment test.

Model Specifications

The Probit Regression

The probit regression likelihood estimates, was used in analyzing the
influence of socio-cconomic factors on rural farm-women
participation in the project.

The probit model is specified in accordance with Nwaobiala (2013).

Y1*=BxI+E

YI*=0ifY1*=0

YI=1ifYI*=0

YIi=1ifY1*=0

Where

Y *= an underlying latent variable that indexes the level of rural
farm-women participation.

Y, = dummy varable indexing level of rural farm-women
participation (participation= 1, no participation=0).

B'= Avectorofestimated parameter
¢ = errorterm

X,= Agc(ycars)

X.= Marital status (married =1, otherwise =0)

X,= Houschold size (number of persons living under and roof and
feeding on same pot)

X,= Education (years of schooling)

63>



International Journal Of Asviculfiral Economicex, Maagement And Development ()
y b '

X, = Farming Experience (years)

X, =Farm size (hectares)

X, =Farmincome (Naira)

X, = Membership of other rural social group (Dummy-membership =
I, nomember =0

X, =Occupation (fulltime farmer= I, otherwise =0)

X, = Size of matching fund from Fadama.

¢i=Error Term.

The Paired Treatment Test
The paired treatment test was used to determine the cffect of the
project on the rural farm-women.
Thisis implicitly stated as: t =
X,-X,
Si-X

m, 1,

Ni+n, 2 degrees of freedom
Where *“t” = Student “t" statistic
= Sample mean for participating rural farm-women
X= Sample mean for non participating rural farm-women
= Sample variance for participating rural farm- women
§i" = Sample variance for non participating women-farmers
K= Sample size for participating rural farm-womcen.
n, = Sample size for non participating rural women-farmers

Poverty Gap Analysis
Poverty Gap analysis was used to determine the poverty levels ofrural
women-farmers in accordance with Ezch (2007).

H = Head countratio

q=number of poor rural women-farmers participating in the project.
n=total number of rural farm-women participating.

I={{ZYWE) s (i1)
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Where,

1= Poverty gap

7= Poverty line-estimated using the mean household expenditure
Y = Average income of the poor rural farm-women participating.

Results and Discussion

Data on Table 1 shows that the mean age of Fadama II1 participating
rural women farmers was 38.05 years, while the non Fadama Il
participating rural women farmers was 36.72 years. The implication is
that both groups of rural women farmers were within the middle-aged
groups which are still energetic and productive. The mean years of
farming experience was 11.9 and 9.5 years for participating and non-
participating rural farm women respectively while the respondents’
annual farm income Mean Monthly income for Fadama 1II
participating and non participating rural women farmers N75,590.28
and N27.505.56 respectively. It is obvious from the result that the
mean annual farm income of the participating women farmers was
greater than their counterpart (non-participating women farmers). The
relatively low annual farm income status of the rural women farmers
has implication on their participation level and houschold welfare as
reflected in their expenditures (Okorji, 1999).

The result shows that the mean sizes of farmland cultivated by
participating and non-participating rural farm women were
2. 62hactaes and 2.39hactares respectively. This implies that most of
the participating and non-participating rural farm women in the study
arca were medium scale farmers who either inherited or accessed
appreciable parcels of land. This is not in agreement with Awoyemi
(1999) that rural women farmers in Nigeria are predominantly
smallholders with average farm size of between 1 and 2 hectares.
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Table 1: Mean Distribution of Selected Socio-Economic
Characteristics of Fadama 111 Participating Rural Women and
Non Participating Farmers in Gombe State, Nigeria (N= 180
Fadama 111 Rural and =N 180 Non Fadama Il Rural Women
Farmers

FADAMA I RURAL ~ NON-FADAMA 1l
WOMEN FARMERS  RURAL WOMEN
FARMERS

Variables Mean Mean

Age (years) 35.05 36.72

Farming experience (years)  11.91 9.52

Farm size (hectares) 262 2.39

Monthly income (%) 75,590.28 27.505.56

Source: Field Survey Data, 2013

Levels of Rural Farm Women Participation on Each Sub
Component of the Fadama I1l project

The distribution of farmers according to the level of participation in
different technology components of the project in Gombe State is
shown in Table 2. The result shows that the rural farm women in the
state had high participation level in crop technologies with Fadama
Technology Component Raw scores (FTCRS) of 503 and mcan of
2.79. Since the critical point score (2.5) is less than the calculated mean
score (2.79). Aniedu and Aniedu, 2013 emphasized that more than
90.0% of rural farm women in Nigeria arc involved in arable crop
production, especially cassava. Rural farm women farmers also
participated in livestock technology component of the project with
Fadama Technology Component Raw scores (FTCRS) of 485 and a
mean of 2.69. The mean score of the participating rural farm women
in livestock technology component of the project was greater than 2.5
which is the critical point and implies that the women farmers
participated actively in the technology component of Fadama 111
project. This result is in line with the findings of Nwaobiala, 2013 who
found that farmers involved in livestock production are influenced by
the need for animal Protein and as an income generating strategy.
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Table 2:Distribution of Rural Farm Women According to their
level of Participation in Fadama Il Development Project in
Gombe State, Nigeria n=80

Technology High Medium | Low Never FTCRS | Mean

Packages

Arable crop 320 9.6 38 49 503 2.79
(44.4) (17.8) (10.6) (27.2)

Livestock 108 261 100 16 485 2.69
(15.0) (48.3) (27.8) (8.9)

Post harvest 12 129 110 79 330 1.83
(1.7) (23.9) (30.6) (43.89)

Marketing 60 132 158 42 392 2.17
(8.3) (24.4) (43.9) (23.33)

Gathering/bee | 4 9 20 166 1991 .11

keeping (0.6) (1.7) {5.6) (92.22)

Source: Field Survey Data, 2013

Decision Rule 2.5 and above = Participation

Decision Rule <2.5 = non participation

Figures in parenthesis are percentages

FTCRS= Fadama Technology Component Raw scores
High = 4, Medium = 3, Low = 2, Never = |

Determinants of Rural Women Participation in Fadama III
Project Technology Components

The probit model estimates of the factors influencing the participation
of rural farm women in Fadama I11 technology components in Gombe
State is shown in Table 3. Overall, the model posted a log likelihood
value of -86.364448, a pseudo R’value of 0.2628 and a goodness of fit
chi-square value 0f 61.57 which is statistically significantat 1% level.

The coefficient of age (-0.305961) of the rural farm women was
negatively signed and statistically significant at 10% confidence level.
The negative sign of this coefficient shows that relatively younger
rural farm women are more likely to participate in the technology
components of the project than the younger ones. This result agrees
with a priori expectation and contrary to the findings of Muhammad e/
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al., (2011) that obtained a positive relationship between age and
participation of farmers in Fadama 11 Project components in Niger
State, Nigeria.

The coefficient (-0.4168437) of educational level of the rural farm
women was found to be negative and statistically significant at 1%
probability level. This implies that the educated rural farm women in
Fadama 111 project had less probability of participating in the project
components. This result is not in con formity with a priori expectation.
The findings of (Muhammad et al., 201 1) showed that educational
attainment is likely to assist farmer beneficiaries in Fadama in
understanding the objectives of the project and in record keeping,
hence increase their participation level.

The coefficient of farm size (0.2431764) was positively signed and
highly significant at 1% confidence levels. The implication is that as
farm size increases, the likelihood of participation of farmers in the
technology component of the project increases. This result conforms
to a priori expectation. The coefTicient (0.9791762) of occupation of
the rural farm women was positive and significant at 1% alpha level.
The positive coefficient of this variable indicates that being a full time
farmer increases the probability of participating in Fadama 111 project
components. This result therefore conforms to the general assumption
that households with farming as their primary occupation tend to be
more engaged in agricultural project.

The coefficient (-1.5106) of size of matching funds from Fadama had
significant was negative and significant at 10.00 alpha level. This
inferred therefore that a higher participation occurs among rural farm
women with lower matching fund from Fadama. This result is not in
tandem with a priori expectation. This particular view had been carlier
upheld by the World Bank (1996) declaration that most successful
groups are those in which a larger proportion of their capital is derived
from group members' savings than from external sources, because of
membership desire to safeguard their investments, hence participating
more in the project.
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The coeflicient of farm income had a positive coefficient (2.2606) and
was statistically significant at 10% probability level. It can be adduced
that an increase in farm income increases the probability of
participation in Fadama project components. This is in line with @
priori expectation. It is likely that the Fadama 111 project in the study
arca have made adequate financial impact to women's beneficiaries,
henee, increased their likelihood of participation in the project
component,

Table 3: Binary Probit Regression Result for Determinants of
Participation of Rural Farm Women in Fadama 111
Project in Gombe State, Nigeria

Variables Estimated Standard 7 P>[z)
cocfficients errors ratios

“Constant -0.2197691 0.7215535 -030  0.761
Age -0.0305961* 0.0176412  1.73 0.083
Marital status 0.0116167 01633777  0.07 0.943
Houschold size 0.0033653 0.0405048  0.08 0.934
Educational level -0.4168437%%* 0.1531243 272 0.006
Farming Experience 0.0081804 0.0163517 0.50 0.617
Farm size 0.2431764%** 0.0617597 394 0.000
Farm mcome 2.2606* [.14-06 1.97 0.048
Membership of other group — 0.3875151 0.2608764  1.49 0.137
Primary Occupation 0.9791762%** 0.2671384  3.67 0.000
Matching fund -1.51-06* 8.87¢-07 -1.70 0.089
Pseudo R* 0.2628

Log likelihood: -86.364448

Chie ) 61.57%*¢

Source: Field Survey Data, 201 3.
*** Significantat 1% level
**Significantat 5% level

* Significantat 1% level
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Effect of Fadama 111 Project on the Participating and Non
Participating Rural Farm Women in the Study Area

Farm Income

The result in Table 4 shows that the mean annual farm income
generated from the sales of farm produce from the participating rural
farm women was N75, 590.28 while that of the non-participating rural
farm women was N27, 505.56.The mean difference between the two
groups of rural farm women Was N48.084.72. The paired't result
showed that this is statistically significant at 1.00% risk level because
the calculated't’ = 4.6452> the tabulated “t", ., = 2.58.Therefore the
null hypothesis is rejected. This implies that the participating rural
farm women in Fadama 111 project had more farm income than the non
participating rural farm women. This result compared favourably with
Ezeh (2009) who obtained similar result in Imo State between Fadama
11 and non Fadama Il participants

Level of Fertilizer Use

The mean fertilizer use level of the participating rural farm women in
Fadama 111 project was 6430.417 kg while that of the non- participants
was 5429.931kg.The mean difference between the two groups of rural
farm women was 1000.486kg. The paired 't' result shows that this is
statistically significant at 10.0% alpha level because the empirical 't'=
1.6698> tabulated “t” .. = 1.64. This implies that the participating
rural farm women used higher quantities of fertilizers in their
production process than the non participating farmers. This result
compared favourably with Ezeh et al., (2012) who obtained similar
result in Abia State.

Level of Labour Use

The result of the difference in labour use level of the participating and
non participating rural farm women in Fadama I11 project shows that
the mean labour use (man day) of the participating rural farm women
was 7.63106mandays while that of the non- participating rural farm
women was 6.71844. The mean difference was 0.9126214 man days.
The result shows that the calculated “t” (2.1937) was greater than the
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tabulated “r*(2:0yand was significant at 95% confidence level. This
shows that the Fadama 111 participating rural farm women employed
more labours in farming than their counterpart.

Table 4: Results of the Paired t-test of Farm Output, Farm
Income, Farm Size, Labour, Herbicides and Fertilizer
Use Levels of Participating and Non Participating Rural
Farm Women in Fadama 111 Project in Gombe State,

Nigeria.
Variables = Individual  Mean Standard  T-value
mean difference  Error
Output of participating faomers (Kg) 3995.155
Output of o participating farmers 4116.551 ~121.3955 1078.272 A.1126
Tarm size of participating fanners (ha) 2.615556
Farn size ol non participating farmers 2386111 02294444  0.1985292 11557
Lo incomes of participating farmers 75590.28
Larm meomies of non participating 2750556 48084.72 10351.44 4,0452% %+

Farmiers ()

farm Labour use for participating farmers 7631068
G labour use Tor non participating 6.718447 09126214 041601 2.1937%*
farmers (manday)

Fertibizer use level of participating 6430417
Larmers (he)
Fertilizer use level of non participating 5429931 10060 486 599.1675 16698

farmers (kg)

Herbicide use level of participating 386

furmers

Herbicide use fevel of non participatimg. 3,55 0.31 5236393 0.5920
Larmers

Improved seed mput use level for TR0691

participating farmers

Improved seed input use fevel for 79.72247 -1.653371 1999943 04133

partcpating firmers

Source: Field Survey Data, 2013.
#x *x * Gionificant at 1.00%, 5.00% and 10.00% Levels of
Probability respectively
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Determination of Poverty Profiles of the Participating and Non-
Participating Rural Farm Women in Fadama 111 Project

The poverty indicators of the participating and non-participating rural
farm women in Fadama II1 Project in Gombe State are shown in Table
5. The Table shows that the poverty line (mean monthly houschold
expenditure) of the Fadama [II participating rural farm women was
N16,488.0 per month or N 19,7856.0 per annum while that of the non
participating gural farm women was N 16,914.0 per month or
N202,968.00 per annum.

The coefficient of incidence of poverty otherwise called the head
count ratio was 0.6833 for the Fadama Il participating rural farm
women and 0.7222 for non Fadama Il participating farm women.
This implies that 68.33% and 72.22% of the Fadama Il participating
and non participating rural farm women respectively in Gombe State
were poor because their incomes fell short of the mean houschold
expenditure used as poverty linc.

The coefficient of poverty depth (gap) also known as the income
shortfall was 0.3658 for the Fadama III participating rural farm
women, and 0.6137 for the non Fadama Il participating rural farm
women. This implies that the poor participating rural farm women in
Fadama 111 project in the State required 36.56% of the poverty line to
get out of poverty while the non participating farm women in Fadama
I project required 61.37% of their poverty line to get out of poverty.
This amounts to N6,031.31 per participating rural farm woman per
month or N72,375.73 per annum and NI10380.12 per non-
participating Fadama I11 rural farm woman permonthor N124.561.46
per annum. The result corroborates with the findings of Ezch er al.,
(2012) who obtained a poverty index of 0.48 for female Fadama |
farmers in Imo State, Nigeria.
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TAble 5: Poverty Indicators of Participating and Non
Participating Rural Farm Women in Fadama m
Projectin Gombe state, Nigeria

Poverty indicators Participating Rural Farm Non Participating
Women Rural Farm Women

Poverty line (W) 16488.00 16914.00

Poverty incidence 0.6833 0.7222

Poverty gap (Poverty Depth) 0.3658 0.6137

Source: Field Survey Data, 201 3.

Problems of Effective Participation of Rural Farm Women in
Fadama 111 Development Project

The Problems militating against the active participation of rural farm
women in the project technology component of Fadama 111 in Gombe
State is shown in Table 6. The table shows that a good proportion
(53.33%) of the participating rural farm women ascribe late arrival of
farm input as a major problem. Also, 49.44% of the participating rural
farm women averred that non-payment of counterpart funds by State
and Local Governments hampered their participation in the project.
Furthermore, a fairly good proportion (32.22%) of participating
women farmers complained of the problem of inadequate training and
re-training of participating farmers by the programme facilitators.
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Table 6: Distribution of the Problems of Rural Farm Women
Participation in National Fadama 111 Development
Projectin Gombe State, Nigeria

Category of problems Frequency Percentages
e -
Admimistrative bottlenecks and burcaucracy inreleascof 3% 2111
capital funds
Late arrival of farm input 96 53.33*
Infrequent visit of Extension Officers 32 17.78
Inadequate training and retraining of participating rural 58 32.22°
farm women
Ineffective leadership of FCA and FUG 42 23.33
Nonpayment of counterpart funds by state and LGAs 89 49 44*
Lack of infrastructural development by the project to 28 15.56

evacuate or process the produce

Source: Field Survey Data, 2013
*Multiple responscs recorded
30% and above = Associated Problems

Conclusion and Recommendations

The study has proved that Fadama 111 project in Gombe State has
complementary role in extemsion delivery and technology
dissemination in the State. The high level of participation had shown
that the technology sub components of the project transferred to the
rural farm women were beneficial to them. Age. education, matching
fund. farm size, occupation and income were identified as
determinants of rural women participation in the project. It is evident
that the Fadama I11 Development Projectin Gombe State has increased
the participating rural women farmers' agricultural production. The
effect of the project has revealed the poverty line, poverty incidence
and poverty gap of both farmer groups. Despite this, the project

identified late arrival of farm inputs, non prompt payment of

counterpart funds and inadequate training and retraining of women as
pertinent problems affecting the project.
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The following recommendations were drawn from the study;

l

Efforts should be made to encourage women- both young and
old to participate in the technology components. This will be
achieved by efficiently disbursing these funds to both farmer
groups.

The Fadama office should consider compensating a group that
participated well and encourage them to safe guard their fund
and see it as their own capital,

Problem of late arrival of farm inputs, such as, fertilizers, seeds

and other agro-chemicals, should be improved upon by
distributing them to the FCAs carlier especially during the off-
season when the inputs are cheap for transmission to FUGs
carly enough since the use of inputs are time specific.

Educational programmes, training and retraining should be
organized for extension staff which in turn trains and re-trains
the rural farm-women. To achieve this, resource persons should
assist and be effectively monitored by the State coordinating
office (monitoring and evaluation unit).

Governments at all levels (Federal, State and Local) should pay
their counter-part funds on time in order to sustain and improve
the participation level of the rural farm-women and to enable
them and the development partner achieve the goals of the
project.

Finally, considering the impact made by the project in the arcas

studied, the project should be replicated in other communitics to
help reduce rural poverty.
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